*HYMN #43

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

LOYD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, The everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years, Are met in thee tonight.

Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 23, 2018

For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep, Their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together, Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King And Peace to men on earth

GATHERING THE PEOPLE OF GOD

How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts, The blessings of His heaven.
No ear
may his His coming, But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him still, The dear Christ enters in
O holy Child of Bethlehem Descend to us, we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in Be born to us today
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell
O come to us, abide with us Our Lord Emmanuel.

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!”

*Stand if you are able.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever!
People: You have promised to bless the generations!
Leader: Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord!
People: You rule the world with strength and justice!
Leader: O Lord, none shall ever surpass you!
People: You guide us in your ways and teach us your law!
Leader: I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever!

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

9:30 a.m. Worship

People: Blessed be the Lord!
(arr. Jeff Bennett)

*HYMN # 58

“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down, And glory shone around. And Glory shone around.
Fear not, said he, for mighty dread Had seized their troubled mind;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring To you and human kind. To you and human kind.
To you, in David’s town this day, Is born of David’s line
The Savior who is Christ the Lord, And this shall be the sign, And this shall be the sign,
The heav’nly Babe you there shall find To human view displayed,
All humbly wrapped in swathing bands, And ina manger laid. And in a manger laid.

Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith Appeared a shining throng
Of angels praising God, who thus Addressed their joyful song,
Addressed their joyful song:
All glory be to God on high And on the earth be peace.
Goodwill henceforth from heaven Begin and never cease!
Begin and never cease!

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 1: 26-38

SERMON

Dr. Rix Threadgill
“The Wonder of a Promise”

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
RESPONDING TO THE

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

GREETING, WELCOME, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
*HYMN #48

RECEPTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
“Coventry Carol”

(arr. Mark Hayes)

*DOXOLOGY
(arr. Michael Praetorius)

“Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung,
Of Jessse’s linage coming, By faithful prophets sung.
It came a floweret bright, Amid the cold of
Winter, When half spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind,
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright She bore for us a
Savior, when half spent was the night.

CHILDRENS MOMENT/LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
(NO CHILDRENS CHURCH TODAY)

WORD

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
O praise Him, O praise Him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)
You are the source of all, most wondrous God, and to you belongs everything
that we dare to claim as our own. All that we have is truly yours. We praise you for
your generous blessings and the opportunity to use them toward the betterment of
this world. Guide us in our daily lives as we strive to live in ways which honor the
potential you have placed within us. We pray this, trusting in you and your desire to
guide us in ways of compassion and generosity. Amen.

